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RESOURCES INDUSTRY — RED TAPE REDUCTION 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.08 pm]: I rise to update the 
house on how the state government has worked to cut red tape and streamline the approvals process for the 
resources sector. As members are aware, the Department of Mines and Petroleum is working to bring more 
approval processes online. This drive has led to noticeable improvements. For example, during the 2012–13 
financial year, online exploration licence applications were finalised within 34 business days compared to 
69 business days for equivalent paper-based applications. This 35-day cut in the application process is a 
demonstration that the streamlining is working. As of 1 July 2013, all annual environmental reports are required 
to be submitted and published online. This has already noticeably improved data consistency, boosted 
government efficiency and increased transparency. This reform gives the public access to the information that 
will enable them to see how resource companies respond to their environmental responsibilities.  

The Department of Mines and Petroleum is developing a state environmental data library prototype that is on 
track for key stakeholder appraisal by the end of 2013. This central database of online information will enable 
access to previously collected environmental data in a particular area, aiding decision-making, underpinning new 
research, reducing unnecessary surveys and increasing transparency. As part of the state government’s efforts to 
cut red tape, the Department of Mines and Petroleum has increased the validity period for mineral exploration 
programs of work from two years to four years. This reform provides mineral explorers with more operational 
flexibility to manage exploration programs should unforeseen events such as extreme weather, or an inability to 
access equipment or funding, delay a program, which created extra work with no environmental benefits.  

In July 2013, the first voluntary year of the newly established mining rehabilitation fund, $250 million in 
environmental bonds was returned to mining companies. This has provided much-needed capital to progress 
mining and undertake rehabilitation, with benefits for industry, the community and the environment. 

Finally, on 29 October 2013, I introduced the Mining Legislation Amendment Bill 2013, which will deliver 
improved administrative simplicity and increase transparency. This is the first tranche of reform to implement 
the recommendations of the reforming environmental regulation program. The Department of Mines and 
Petroleum is progressing further amendments that I will introduce in 2014 to provide clear obligations to 
industry to follow a risk-based approach and strengthen the government’s compliance and enforcement program. 
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